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]  hy m n

Th e Cry o F  T h e Po o r

The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
Blessed be the Lord.
I will bless the Lord at all times, 
with praise ever in my mouth.
Let my soul glory in the Lord, who will hear the cry of the 
poor.

/HW�WKH�ORZO\�KHDU�DQG�EH�JODG��
the Lord listens to their pleas;
and to hearts broken, God is near, 
who will hear the cry of the poor.

Every spirit crushed, God will save; 
will be ransom for their lives;
will be safe shelter for their fears, and will hear the cry of 
the poor.
We proclaim your greatness, O God,
your praise ever in our mouth;
every face brightened in your light,
for you hear the cry of the poor

Q Pause  for  a  moment to  be  st i l l  and aware of 
God’s  presence  among us and in creat ion

]  re a D i n g

engaging with poor people as a disciple of Jesus demands an 
RSHQQHVV�RI�PLQG�DQG�KHDUW�DQG�D�OLVWHQLQJ�HDU��5HODWLQJ�WR�SHRSOH�
as brothers requires an attitude of reverence, respect and trust. 

Validation, OWITF

5HOLJLRXV�FDUU\�D�SDVVLRQ�IRU�-HVXV·�VWDQFH�RI�VROLGDULW\�ZLWK�WKRVH�
DW�WKH�PDUJLQV��LQFOXGLQJ�SRRU�SHRSOH��SHRSOH�ZKR�VXͿHU�JHQGHU�
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discrimination and those whose participation in leadership and 
ZRUVKLS�LV�UHVWULFWHG�E\�KLHUDUFKLFDO�SRZHU�VWUXFWXUHV��5HOLJLRXV�
Life must be the thorn, the restlessness, the constant impetus, 
forbidding the Church to make its peace with the powers of the 
ZRUOG��7KLV�VWDQFH�EULQJV�UHOLJLRXV�LQHYLWDEO\�LQWR�FRQÁLFW�ZLWK�
the hierarchical Church and secular power structures. 
As his followers, his voice in our world, tomorrow’s Christians 
are called to challenge institutional injustice, as Jesus did, as much 
in the realm of religion as in society at large. For instance, the 
right wing of the Church, the wealthiest constituency, is obsessed 
with sexuality issues, while ignoring what Jesus said about the 
danger of riches. 
As someone has said, if Jesus were alive today he would be more 
concerned with what went on in the boardroom than in the 
bedroom! Jesus hardly spoke about human sexuality, but he had 
D�JUHDW�GHDO�WR�VD\�DERXW�WKH�LQMXVWLFHV�RI�WKH�V\VWHP��+H�ZDV�LQ�
line with the great prophets of Israel who challenged their people 
with substituting religious ritual and purity for the concerns of 
God, which were more about justice to the poor than the collection 
RI�UHOLJLRXV�RͿHULQJV��

OWITF Publication, Philip Pinto

Q� Pause for a moment to reflect and share 
on the Reading

]  Psa l m 36
Sin speaks to the wicked
in the depths of their hearts.
There is no fear of God
before their eyes.

7KH\�VR�ÁDWWHU�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�H\HV
that they know not their own guilt.
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In their mouths are mischief and deceit.
They no longer act wisely or good.

They plot the defeat of goodness
as they lie on their beds.
They set their feet on evil ways,
and do not spurn what is evil.

But your steadfast love extends to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the skies.
Your justice is like the mountain,
your judgments like the great deep.

To both human and beast you give salvation.
+RZ�SUHFLRXV�LV�\RXU�ORYH�
The children of this earth
take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
They feast on the riches of your house;
and drink from the stream of your delight.

In you is the fountain of life
and in your light we see light.
Keep on loving those who know you,
giving salvation to upright hearts.

Let the foot of the proud not crush me
nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.
There the evildoers lie prostrate!
Thrust down, they are unable to rise. 

]  sC r i P T U r e Mt  5:20, 23:23-26 

For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 
enter the kingdom of heaven.
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Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You give a tenth of your spices - mint, dill and cumin. But you 
have neglected the more important matters of the law - justice, 
mercy and faithfulness. You should have practised the latter, 
without neglecting the former. You blind guides! You strain out 
a gnat but swallow a camel.
Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are 
full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean 
the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be 
clean.

Q� Pause for a moment to reflect and share 
on the Reading

Pr ay e r

Jesus challenges us to look into our hearts, 
to examine the way we are neighbour, 
to overcome our prejudices,
to put an end to divisions, 
to stretch our generosity,
to overcome our fear of God’s mystery, 
to see God present in our everyday loving, 
DQG�WR�PDNH�WKH�´UHLJQµ�RI�ORYH�YLVLEOH�
throughout the world. 

:H�JLYH�WKDQNV�IRU�-HVXV�RI�1D]DUHWK�
who inspires us to name ourselves as ‘temples of 
God’s Spirit’.
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We rejoice in this freeing, good news,
and we seek to give this Spirit generous 
expression in our lives.
 
We pray that the one Spirit all people share
may be given free and generous expression 
for the betterment of humanity and our world. 
amen.

Praying a New Story, Michael Morwood
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]  hy m n

Be aU T y F o r Bro k e n n e s s  Graham Kendrick

Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair,
/RUG��LQ�\RXU�VXͿHULQJ��WKLV�LV�RXU�SUD\HU�
Bread for the children, justice, joy, peace
sunrise to sunset your kingdom increase!

God of the poor, friend of the weak,
give us compassion we pray.
Melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain.
&RPH��FKDQJH�RXU�ORYH�IURP�D�VSDUN�WR�D�ÁDPH�

Shelter for fragile lives, cures for their ills,
work for the craftsman, trade for their skills,
land for the dispossessed, rights for the weak,
voices to plead the cause of those who can’t speak.

5HIXJH�IURP�FUXHO�ZDUV��KDYHQV�IURP�IHDU�
cities for sanctuary, freedoms to share,
SHDFH�WR�WKH�NLOOLQJ�ÀHOGV��VFRUFKHG�HDUWK�WR�JUHHQ�
Christ for the bitterness, his cross for the pain.

5HVW�IRU�WKH�UDYDJHG�HDUWK��RFHDQV�DQG�VWUHDPV
plundered and poisoned, our future, our dreams,
Lord, end our madness, carelessness, greed,
make us content with the things that we need.

/LJKWHQ�RXU�GDUNQHVV��EUHDWKH�RQ�WKLV�ÁDPH�
until your justice burns brightly again,
until the nations learn of your ways,
seek your salvation and bring you their praise.

Q Pause  for  a  moment to  be  st i l l  and aware of 
God’s  presence  among us and in creat ion
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]  re a D i n g

people all over the gloBe are caught up in the sudden realisation 
that life is demanding of us to stand up and live more responsibly.
,W�LV��5DKQHU�VDLG��DV�LI�́ ZH�DUH�SUHVVXUHG�IURP�ZLWKLQ�WR�HYROYHµ��
7KDW�SUHVVXUH�LV�ZKDW�ZH�FDOO�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�DQG�WKH�6SLULW�LV�
constantly urging us.  
Unfortunately, we live in our own worlds far removed from the 
JOREDO�UHDOLWLHV�WKDW�VR�DͿHFW�RXU�EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV��0DQ\�RI�XV�
live insulated lives. We work hard at what we do, convinced of 
WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�RXU�HͿRUWV��%XW�RXU�OLYHV�DUH�VR�HQFORVHG�WKDW�
we are unable to see the big picture in the world around. We fail 
to realise that any future we desire for ourselves will revolve 
around our willingness to engage with people.  
The social upheaval that we notice around our world is being fed 
by the realisation that a vast percentage of people are living 
VXE�KXPDQ�OLYHV��7KH�LQFRPH�RI�WKH�ULFKHVW�RQH�SHU�FHQW��ÀIW\�
million people) is the same as the income of the poorest sixty per 
FHQW������ELOOLRQ�SHRSOH���7KHUH�LV�D�KXJH�JDS�EHWZHHQ�ULFK�DQG�
poor countries across a range of health issues. 
Political freedom is threatened in many countries and denied in 
others. Such issues challenge all of us to focus on the needs of the 
poor in those areas of the world where the need is greatest. We 
cannot continue to call ourselves disciples of Jesus and turn a 
blind eye to what is happening in our world. 
We bump into God by bumping into harsh and occasionally brutal 
reality. This reality resists our manipulations, and on it the ideas 
and images about God which we have invented simply disinte-
grate. The best way to approach the mystery of the living God is 
to get involved with the mystery of other people.  

&/7�5HÁHFWLRQ�/HWWHU��������
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]  Psa l m 82
God stands in the divine assembly; 
KROGLQJ�MXGJPHQW�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKH�JRGV�

´+RZ�ORQJ�ZLOO�\RX�MXGJH�XQMXVWO\�
DQG�IDYRXU�WKH�FDXVH�RI�WKH�ZLFNHG"
Give justice to the weak and the orphan; 
GHIHQG�WKH�D΁LFWHG�DQG�WKH�QHHG\�
5HVFXH�WKH�ZHDN�DQG�WKH�GHVWLWXWH��
GHOLYHU�WKHP�IURP�WKH�KDQG�RI�WKH�ZLFNHG�µ

They have neither knowledge nor understanding, 
they walk about in darkness;
the foundations of the world are shaken.

God says, “You are gods, 
FKLOGUHQ�RI�WKH�0RVW�+LJK��DOO�RI�\RX�
yet, you shall die like human beings,
DQG�IDOO�OLNH�DQ\�RI�WKHLU�OHDGHUV�µ

Arise, O God, judge the earth; 
for to you belong all the nations.

o r Psa l m 82 In s t ru c t I o n s

Among the many clamouring voices in my being
 speaks One, still and small.
+RZ�ORQJ�ZLOO�\RX�FRQVRUW�ZLWK�WKH�ZLFNHG"
Instead save the weak and the orphan
 defend the humble and the needy
5HVFXH�WKH�VLFN�DQG�WKH�SRRU
 and deliver them from the Powers of the world.
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+HOS�WKH�RQHV�ZKR�JR�DERXW�LQ�GDUNQHVV�
Shake things up!
 for you have more power than you like to think.
<RX�DUH�D�FKLOG�RI�WKH�0RVW�+LJK
 and you are here but a little while.

Psalms for a New World��&KULVWLQH�5RELQVRQ

]  sC r i P T U r e Lk 12:49-51

i have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish that 
it were already kindled! I have a baptism with which to be 
EDSWL]HG��DQG�KRZ�JUHDWO\�DQG�VRUHO\�,�DP�XUJHG�RQ�XQWLO�LW�LV�
accomplished! Do you suppose that I have come to give peace 
XSRQ�HDUWK"

Q Pause for a moment to reflect and share 
on the Reading

Pr ay e r

May the Spirit of life
help us to keep our minds and hearts 
open to the stories of others, 
that the compassion of Jesus
might become our compassion,
and that our fears and misunderstandings might 
be transformed. 

We pray the blessings of Jesus,
who urged people to work together
WR�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�´UHLJQ�RI�*RGµ�
by wholehearted generosity,
by eliminating boundaries between people,
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by trust in the goodness of people,
and by working for peace and justice in all 
human endeavours.
amen.

Praying the New Story, Michael Morwood
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]  hy m n

Th e Be aT i T U D e s  Mike Anderson

7KH�.LQJGRP�RI�+HDYHQ�
WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�+HDYHQ�LV�\RXUV��
A new world in Jesus,
a new world in Jesus is yours! 

Blessed are you in sorrow and grief, 
for you shall all be consoled. 
Blessed are you the gentle of heart, 
you shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are you who hunger for right,
IRU�\RX�VKDOO�EH�VDWLVÀHG�
Blessed are you the merciful ones, 
for you shall be pardoned too. 

Blessed are you whose hearts are pure, 
\RXU�H\HV�VKDOO�JD]H�RQ�WKH�/RUG��
Blessed are you who strive after peace, 
the Lord will call you his own. 

%OHVVHG�DUH�\RX�ZKR�VXͿHU�IRU�ULJKW��
WKH�+HDYHQO\�.LQJGRP�LV�\RXUV��
%OHVVHG�DUH�\RX�ZKR�VXͿHU�IRU�PH��
for you shall reap your reward. 

Q Pause  for  a  moment to  be  st i l l  and aware of 
God’s  presence  among us and in creat ion

]  re a D i n g

as disciples of Jesus we are called to open our hearts to the cry of 
the poor and the earth and to be moved to prophetic action through 
advocacy and works for justice (0XQQDU�&KDSWHU�'RFXPHQW�������.  
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,�DP�FRQYLQFHG�RI�RQH�WKLQJ��WKH�JUHDW�FKDQJHV�LQ�KLVWRU\�ZHUH�
UHDOL]HG�ZKHQ�UHDOLW\�ZDV�VHHQ�QRW�IURP�WKH�FHQWUH�EXW�UDWKHU�
from the periphery. Today’s world doesn’t know how to cry. 

The emarginated people, those left to one side, are crying. 

Those who are discarded are crying. Certain realities of life we 

only see through eyes cleansed by our tears. I invite each one 

KHUH�WR�DVN�\RXUVHOI��+DYH�,�OHDUQHG�KRZ�WR�ZHHS"��Pope Francis, 

January 2015) 

The option for poor people has always been a hallmark of religious 

life down the ages. What we are now stressing is that we do this 

as brothers, out of a sense of real solidarity, knowing that we have 

more to learn than to share. 

The model of Church out of which we aspire to operate is that of 

the Church of poor people. The spirituality of the Church of poor 

people bewails the seeming absence of God in the violations of 

KXPDQ�GLJQLW\��WKH�DͿURQWV�WR�OLIH��DQG�LQ�WKH�DEXVH�DQG�GHVWUXF-
WLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�DQG�HDUWK�HFR�V\VWHPV��,W�D΀UPV�WKH�SDUDGR[LFDO�
presence of the Mystery we call God in these situations. It strives 

to bear testimony to this saving presence among the people 

through solidarity with them in their struggles. It is a Church 

where poor people, equal to all others in dignity, are not only 

evangelised but become evangelisers themselves. It is a Church 

where no one is so poor as to have nothing to give, and no one is 

so rich as to have nothing to receive. 

Philip Pinto 2012

Q Pause for a moment to reflect and share 
on the Reading

]  Psa l m 68
O sing to God, make music to his name.

Extol the One who rides on the clouds.

The Lord is his name; exult at his presence.

)DWKHU�RI�RUSKDQV��GHIHQGHU�RI�ZLGRZV�
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such is God in his holy place.
God gives the desolate a home to dwell in;
he leads the prisoners forth into prosperity.

O God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched out across the desert,
WKH�HDUWK�WUHPEOHG��KHDYHQV�SRXUHG�GRZQ�UDLQ�
at the face of God, the God of Israel.

You poured down, O God, a generous rain;
when your people languished,
you restored their inheritance.
,W�ZDV�WKHUH�WKDW�\RXU�ÁRFN�EHJDQ�WR�GZHOO�
In your goodness, O God, you provided for the poor.

Day after day, may the Lord be blest.
+H�EHDUV�RXU�EXUGHQV��*RG�LV�RXU�VDYLRXU�
This God of ours is a God who saves.
The Lord our Lord provides an escape from death.

Awesome is God in his holy place.
+H�LV�*RG��WKH�*RG�RI�,VUDHO�
+H�KLPVHOI�JLYHV�VWUHQJWK�DQG�SRZHU�WR�KLV�SHRSOH�
Blest be God!

]  sC r i P T U r e Is 58: 6- 8, 10

isn’t this the fast i choose��UHOHDVLQJ�ZLFNHG�UHVWUDLQWV��XQW\LQJ�
the ropes of a yoke, setting free the mistreated, and breaking every 
\RNH"�,VQ·W�LW�VKDULQJ�\RXU�EUHDG�ZLWK�WKH�KXQJU\�DQG�EULQJLQJ�
the homeless poor into your house, covering the naked when you 
VHH�WKHP��DQG�QRW�KLGLQJ�IURP�\RXU�RZQ�IDPLO\"�7KHQ�\RXU�OLJKW�
will break out like the dawn. 
If you open your heart to the hungry, and provide abundantly 
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IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�D΁LFWHG��\RXU�OLJKW�ZLOO�VKLQH�LQ�WKH�GDUNQHVV��
and your gloom will be like the noon. 

Q Pause  for  a  moment to  re f lect  and share  on the 
Reading

Pr ay e r

To live the full life one must have the courage to 
bear the responsibility of the needs of others.

May we have the courage to see.
May we have the courage to feel.
May we have the courage to act.
amen.

Aung San Suu Kyi



If  the simple 
fact  of  being 
human moves 
people to 
care for the 
environment 
of  which they 
are a part , 
Christ ians 
in their  turn 
“realise 
that  their 
responsibil i ty 
within creation, 
and their  duty 
towards nature 
and the Creator, 
are an essential 
part  of  their 
IDLWKµ��

Laudato Si ,  par.  64
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]  hy m n

Th e r e i s  n o D i s Ta n C e Chris Skinner

There is no distance, no distance at all, 
between the ear of God and the cry of the poor.
There is no distance at all.

God is right here among us 
not in a heaven beyond the sky.
Who says that God keeps silent 
when the people cry.
There is no distance…

If we are searching for the face of our God, 
if we are longing for a voice,
we muct look to the ones who are victims 
and feel as our God feels.
There is no distance…

Q� Pause for  a  moment to  be  st i l l  and aware of 
God’s  presence  among us and in creat ion

]  re a D i n g

the god-fire which Burned in the heart of Blessed Edmund became 
in him the energy for transformation in the lives of many others, 
especially the people who were poor, neglected and relegated to 
WKH�PDUJLQV�RI�PDLQVWUHDP�VRFLHW\��+H�EHIULHQGHG�WKH�SRRU�DQG�
developed a relationship with them, which was characterised by 
loving and compassionate service.  

Introduction to the Constitutions��SDU���

As Christian Brothers, sharing in the charism of Blessed Edmund 
5LFH��ZH�DUH�PRYHG�E\�WKH�6SLULW�WR�EH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�SURYLGHQWLDO�
presence of God in our lives, and to respond to Christ, present 
and appealing to us in the poor (Constitution 24).  Our Way into 
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the Future is our response to the cry of our times to become a 
vibrant example of religious life that is responding to the urgent 
needs of our world. The Nairobi Chapter declared that “it is the 
agenda of the world that sets our mission direction. It is in deep 
OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH�JURDQLQJ�HDUWK�DQG�KHU�VXͿHULQJ�SHRSOH�WKDW�WKH�
Church and Congregation experience God calling them to be 
DJHQWV�RI�FKDQJH��KRSH�DQG�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQµ�� �

Responding to the Call, CLT 2015

It’s necessary to spend time in real contact with the poor. For me 
WKLV�LV�UHDOO\�LPSRUWDQW��LW·V�QHFHVVDU\�WR�NQRZ�IURP�H[SHULHQFH�
what’s real, to dedicate time going to the periphery to truly know 
the situation and the life of the people.  

Pope Francis, November 2014

Q� Pause for a moment to reflect and share 
on the Reading

]  Psa l m 112 
+DSS\�DUH�WKH\�ZKR�IHDU�WKH�0RVW�+LJK�
who greatly delight in God’s commands.
Their children will be mighty in the land;
WKH�RͿVSULQJ�RI�WKH�XSULJKW�ZLOO�EH�EOHVVHG�

Wealth and riches are in their homes;
their justice endures forever.
/LJKW�ULVHV�LQ�WKH�GDUNQHVV�IRU�WKH�XSULJKW�
God is gracious, merciful and just.

It is well for those who are generous and lend,
ZKR�FRQGXFW�WKHLU�DͿDLUV�ZLWK�MXVWLFH�
The upright will never be moved;
they will be remembered forever.
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They have no fear of evil tidings;
WKHLU�KHDUWV�DUH�ÀUP��WUXVWLQJ�LQ�*RG�
With steadfast hearts, they will not fear;
they will withstand all deception.

Open-handed, they give to the poor;
their justice endures forever.
Their power is exalted in glory.
The wicked see and are angry,
gnash their teeth and melt away;
the desire of the wicked comes to nought.

]  sC r i P T U r e Mt 25: 35-36

i was hungrY and You gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you 
gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. I was 
naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took 
care of me. I was in prison and you visited me. 

Pr ay e r

In lives where love has been born this day 
thanks be to you, O God.

In families where forgiveness has been strong 
thanks be to you.

In nations where wrongs have been addressed, 
where tenderness has been cherished and where 
visions for earth’s oneness have been served 
thanks be to you.

0D\�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�ZHDU\�ÀQG�UHVW��

May those who carry great burdens for their 
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SHRSOH�ÀQG�VWUHQJWK�

May the midwives of new beginnings in our 
ZRUOG�ÀQG�KRSH��

$QG�PD\�WKH�OHDVW�DPRQJ�XV�ÀQG�JUHDWQHVV 
strength in our souls, worth in our words, love 
in our living.

amen.

Praying with the Earth, John Philip Newell



The creation 
accounts in the 
book of  Genesis 
… suggest  that 
human l i fe 
is  grounded 
in three 
fundamental 
and closely 
intertwined 
UHODWLRQVKLSV��
with God, with 
our neighbour 
and with the 
earth i tself .

Laudato Si ,  par.  66
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]  hy m n

i say,  “ye s” Jan Novotka

7R�WKH�0\VWHU\�WKDW�FDOOV�PH��,�VD\��´<HV�µ�
7R�WKH�ORQJLQJ�WKDW�EHFNRQV��,�VD\��´<HV�µ�
7R�WKH�WUXWK�WKDW�GLVWXUEV�PH��,�VD\��´<HV�µ�
,�VD\��´<HV�µ�WR�WKH�2QH�ZLWKLQ�$OO��
,�VD\��´<HV�µ�WR�WKH�2QH�WKDW�LV�$OO�

)RU�WKH�VXͿHULQJ�DQG�EURNHQ��,�VD\��´<HV�µ�
)RU�WKH�ORVW�DQG�IRUVDNHQ��,�VD\��´<HV�µ�
)RU�WKH�YRLFHOHVV�DQG�UDYDJHG��,�VD\��´<HV�µ�
,�VD\��´<HV�µ�WR�WKH�2QH�ZLWKLQ�$OO��
,�VD\��´<HV�µ�WR�WKH�2QH�WKDW�LV�$OO�

)RU�WKH�H[LOHG�DQG�KRPHOHVV��,�VD\��´<HVµ��
)RU�WKRVH�SRLVRQHG�DQG�G\LQJ��,�VD\��´<HV�µ�
)RU�WKRVH�SXVKHG�WR�H[WLQFWLRQ��,�VD\��´<HV�µ�
,�VD\��´<HV�µ�WR�WKH�2QH�ZLWKLQ�$OO��
,�VD\��´<HV�µ�WR�WKH�2QH�WKDW�LV�$OO�

)RU�WKH�KHDOLQJ�RI�WKH�%RG\��,�VD\��´<HV�µ�
)RU�WKH�VDNH�RI�WKH�)XWXUH��,�VD\��´<HV�µ�
)RU�WKH�/LIH�RI�WKH�SODQHW��,�VD\��´<HV�µ�
,�VD\��´<HV�µ�WR�WKH�2QH�ZLWKLQ�$OO��
,�VD\��´<HV�µ�WR�WKH�2QH�WKDW�LV�$OO�

Q� Pause for  a  moment to  be  st i l l  and aware of 
God’s  presence  among us and in creat ion

]  re a D i n g

as religious Brothers�ZH�GDUH�WR�NHHS�DOLYH�ZKDW�0HW]�FDOOHG�
´WKH�GDQJHURXV�PHPRU\�RI�-HVXVµ��-HVXV�ZKR�H[HPSOLÀHG�DQ�
alternative way of living, who challenged the conventions of 
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society and of religion that supported and validated domination 
in the name of God.  

Conscious that we are called to ‘right relationships as brother 
with each other, with people made poor and with the whole earth 
community’, we do everything possible to live healthily and 
promote the fullness of life for all beings. We review the quality 
of our relationships, not from a sense of power or privilege but 
from our renewed commitment to humility, compassion and 
self-emptying.  

What is being asked of us is imagination and creativity, the  capacity 
WR�LPDJLQH�D�GLͿHUHQW�ZD\�RI�OLYLQJ�DQG�WKH�FRXUDJH�WR�WDNH�WKH�
ÀUVW�VPDOO�VWHSV��,W�KDV�EHHQ�VDLG�WKDW�*RG�PHHWV�XV�LQ�RXU�UHDO�
lives, in the anger and fear, in the humiliation and denial. Amid 
the dying and new life that is the paschal mystery, God’s com-
passion heals us and gives us strength. This can happen if we 
allow the Spirit to transform us from within.  

Each brother is called to make that personal commitment to living 
GLͿHUHQWO\��7KHQ��LQ�FRPPXQLW\��ZH�DUH�FKDOOHQJHG�WR�WDNH�WKH�
initiative and begin to relate in a deeper way. Meanwhile our 
experience of being with people living in poverty is transforming 
our hearts.  

Responding to the Call, CLT 2015

Q� Pause for a moment to reflect and share 
on the Reading

]  Psa l m 41
Blessed are they who consider the poor!
O God, you deliver them in the day of trouble;

You guard them and give them life;
they are called blessed in the land;
you do not give them up to temptation.
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You sustain them on their sickbeds;
\RX�KHDO�WKHP�RI�DOO�WKHLU�LQÀUPLWLHV�
$V�IRU�PH��,�VDLG��´2�*RG��EH�JUDFLRXV�WR�PH�
KHDO�PH��IRU�,�KDYH�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�\RX�µ

6RPH�FRXOG�VD\�RI�PH�LQ�PDOLFH�
´:KHQ�ZLOO�\RX�GLH�DQG�\RXU�QDPH�SHULVK"µ
They come to see me, uttering empty words,
while their hearts gather mischief; and spread it abroad.
They whisper about me, imagining the worst of me.

They say, “A deadly thing has come upon you;
\RX�ZLOO�QRW�ULVH�IURP�ZKHUH�\RX�OLH�µ
Even my friend in whom I trusted,
who ate of my bread, has turned against me.

But you, O God, be gracious to me.
5DLVH�PH�XS�LQ�\RXU�JUHDW�PHUF\�
By this I shall know that you are pleased with me, 
that evildoers have not triumphed. 

You have upheld me in my integrity,
and set me in your presence forever.
Blessed are you, God of Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting.
Amen. Amen.

]  sC r i P T U r e Mk 6: 34 – 43

when Jesus arrived and saw a large crowd, he had compassion 
on them because they were like sheep without a shepherd. Then 
he began to teach them many things. 
Late in the day, his disciples came to him and said, “This is an 
isolated place, and it’s already late in the day. Send them away 
so that they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages 
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DQG�EX\�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�HDW�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�µ�+H�UHSOLHG��́ <RX�JLYH�
WKHP�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�HDW�µ�%XW�WKH\�VDLG�WR�KLP��´6KRXOG�ZH�JR�RͿ�
DQG�EX\�EUHDG�DQG�JLYH�LW�WR�WKHP�WR�HDW"µ�+H�VDLG�WR�WKHP��́ +RZ�
PXFK�EUHDG�GR�\RX�KDYH"�7DNH�D�ORRN�µ�$IWHU�FKHFNLQJ��WKH\�VDLG��
´)LYH�ORDYHV�RI�EUHDG�DQG�WZR�ÀVK�µ�
+H�GLUHFWHG�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�WR�VHDW�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�LQ�JURXSV�DV�WKRXJK�
they were having a banquet on the green grass. They sat down 
LQ�JURXSV�RI�KXQGUHGV�DQG�ÀIWLHV��+H�WRRN�WKH�ÀYH�ORDYHV�DQG�WKH�
WZR�ÀVK��ORRNHG�XS�WR�KHDYHQ��EOHVVHG�WKHP��EURNH�WKH�ORDYHV�
into pieces, and gave them to his disciples to set before the people. 
+H�DOVR�GLYLGHG�WKH�WZR�ÀVK�DPRQJ�WKHP�DOO��(YHU\RQH�DWH�XQWLO�
WKH\�ZHUH�IXOO��7KH\�ÀOOHG�WZHOYH�EDVNHWV�ZLWK�WKH�OHIWRYHU�SLHFHV�
RI�EUHDG�DQG�ÀVK��$ERXW�ÀYH�WKRXVDQG�KDG�HDWHQ��

Pr ay e r

We give thanks for Jesus and for all people 
who have taught and shown us how to live
DQG�ZKDW�WR�EHOLHYH�
we are to act justly;
we are to walk humbly with our God;
we are to love tenderly;
we are to expand our notions of neighbor;
we are to care for all of material creation;
we are to forgive and be merciful;
we are to give God’s spirit freedom to act in us;
we are to make the reign of God
evident in our world;
we are to love as Jesus would love,
generously and wholeheartedly.
amen.

Praying a New Story, Michael Morwood



Each 
community can 
take from the 
bounty of  the 
earth whatever 
i t  needs for 
subsistence,  but 
i t  also has the 
duty to protect 
the earth and 
to ensure i ts 
fruitfulness 
for coming 
generations. 

Laudato Si ,  par.  69.


